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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 17596 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, EAID, XX 

SUBJECT: FY 74 FOREIGN ASSISTANCE LEGISLATION 
RESTRICTION 

REF: STATE 236151 

WE KNOW OF NO INSTANCE WHEN THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
DENIED US MEDIA REPS ACCESS TO MILITARY BASES AS DE- 
FINED IN PARA 3 REFTEL. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NOT SEEN A 
SPECIFIC FRG REGULATION OR POLICY STATEMENT ON THE 
MATTER, GERMAN AUTHORITIES CONSISTENTLY KEEP A 'HANDS 
OFF" POLICY ON MATTERS OF VISITORS OF ANY KIND, MEDIA 
REPS OR OTHERWISE, TO US MILITARY BASES. WE HAVE THE 
IMPRESSION GERMAN AUTHORITIES ARE WELL AWARE THAT THEIR 
INVOLVEMENT WOULD MORE THAN LIKELY RESULT IN UNFAVOR- 
ABLE PUBLICITY. NORMALLY THEY WELCOME VISITS BY US 
MEDIA REPS TO GERMAN MILITARY BASES. WE CANNOT IMAGINE 
ANY CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE THEY WOULD SEEK TO INTERJECT AN 
OPINION ON MEDIA REPS' RIGHT OF ACCESS TO US BASES. 
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